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Literature Report: Good Vs. Evil in Young Goodman Brown
Introduction
In everyday life, people are presented with choices and circumstances that require them to make decisions. Some of these situations may require them to make hard decisions. In Nathaniel Hawthorne's short story, Young Goodman Brown, he depicts the struggles people often face in their day-to-day lives trying to differentiate good from evil. This essay argues that evil in Goodman's life is attributed to external forces; his ancestors, the villagers, and even his wife, and no matter how hard he tried to run away from it, it always found him. 
Literature Review/Methodology
This study adopts a literature review method to analyze the concepts of good vs. Evil in Hawthorne's short story "Young Goodman Brown." Based on data collected from previous studies, this study argues that Hawthorne's short story has depicted the internal and external conflict in the protagonist, Goodman Brown. 
Arguments
First, Goodman Brown struggles with the internal conflict of innocence while he is unaware of the evil that lies within the village. In agreement with Dennis Brown's argument in "Literature and Existential Psychoanalysis," Goodman Brown encounters an alien experience as he learns about the evil within the village. According to Brown, the characters' awareness in Hawthorne's short story is characterized as "conscious, whole, and changing" (65). The character's awareness is changing; for example, Goodman Brown learns about the evil in the village through his journey to the forest. He leaves the "orderly world of the village" and enters the "confusing depths of the forest" (Jamol 143). As Hawthorne writes, Goodman Brown realizes the truth about his ancestors and the people he lives with within the village in his journey into the forest. He heard "dreadful anthem" and "voices of the unconcerted wilderness" (Hawthorne 98). 
Secondly, Hawthorne depicts Goodman Bronw's journey into the forest as a transformation into his own life. The changing awareness of the events he encounters in the forest reflects changes happening in Goodman's life. This agrees with Xibo's analysis of the symbolic representation of events in Hawthorne's short story. According to Xibo, Brown's journey into the forest reflects a "journey in his heart" into the deepest part of his heart (400). Brown is presented as a faithful person and truthful. However, his encounter with evil in the forest changes him. He is tortured with the news about the things he never heard of before; he meets prominent people from his village who made a pact with the devil. 
Lastly, Hawthorne's short story depicts how Brown struggled with the internal conflict while the external conflict was the primary concern. Brown's interaction with evil in the forest changes his perception of his puritan religion. He saw people he worshiped at the church in the village as part of the group asking the devil for a favor. Hawthorne writes, "men and women, both pious and ungodly, many of whom he met at the communion table" (96). Brown's faith in religion and goodness starts to deteriorate after learning that most of the prominent people in the church were bad and evil. 
Conclusion
 Hawthorne's short story, Young Goodman Brown, has successfully depicted the struggle between good and evil. The life of Brown and his journey into the forest is a typical representation of how people battle with choices in their day-to-day lives. In Brown's case, the internal struggles are linked with the external forces that push him to learn about himself as he ventures into the journey in the forest. 
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